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Sir: 

Applicant appreciates the courtesies extended to Applicant's representative by 
Examiner Shankar during the telephone interview conducted on August 11, 2008. Applicant's 
separate record of the substance of the telephone interview is detailed below. 

Applicant graciously appreciates the allowance of the above-captioned application. 

Applicant's representative contacted Examiner Shankar on August 1 1 , 2008 to inquire 
as to whether the Amendment filed on April 24, 2008 had been considered in its entirety. 
Specifically, Applicant's representative inquired as to whether Applicant's arguments 
substantively distinguishing the presently claimed combination of features from U.S. Patent 
No. 6,858,991 (hereinafter "Miyazawa") and the publications of each of the Japanese patent 
applications from which Miyazawa claims priority (hereinafter "Japanese publications") were 
considered even though Miyazawa (the only applied reference) fails to qualify as prior art 
against the above-captioned application. 
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Examiner Shankar confirmed, during the August 11, 2008 telephone conference, that 
although Miyazawa does not qualify as prior art against the above-captioned application, the 
arguments presented in the April 24, 2008 Amendment substantively distinguishing the 
claimed subject matter from Miyazawa and the Japanese publications were considered and 
deemed persuasive. 
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